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1. Introduction: What is the HERO c*

development board?

The HERO is an STM32F4-based development board designed to

support all CTRE CAN Bus devices.

Itis a single hardware platform meant to ...

e Support integrators/developers who would like to use CTRE
CAN devices in their custom solution. HERO can be used in
your application to control supported CAN devices, or can be
used as an aid to help integrate CAN framing into your

hardware. l ]
¢ Allow non-technical users to directly control a CAN Bus

device by plugging in a USB gamepad/joystick. This provides a
quick method for throttling Talon SRXs without writing any code or finding a computer
(requires non-FRC firmware).

e Serve as a Heuristic for Educating RObotics. With a
few lines of C# (Visual Studio Custom/Express) anyone
can control supported actuators over CAN Bus. This
makes closed-looping, motion profile, and advanced
robotics accessible to the next generation of STEM
participants (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math).

e Provide diagnostics for checking health of CAN
devices and modifying device IDs.

¢ Provide an easy method for field-upgrading
supported CAN devices. This is particularly helpful as
CTRE CAN devices have FRC firmware (FIRST
Robotics Competition) and non-FRC (firmware meant for general use).

<

In short it is the ideal development kit for learning and integrating the following modules into

your custom application...

e Talon SRX (12V “smart” brushed motor controller)

e Pneumatics Control Module (control 12V/24V solenoids, automatic compressor control with
pressure-switch input)

e Power Distribution Panel (monitoring currents, voltage, energy, power)

e Future CAN Devices

HERO is field-upgradeable over USB using the HERO LifeBoat application. This requires an A-
to-A USB cable (see Section 4).

HERO stands for Heuristic Educating RObotics. Although it serves many purposes, its primary
focus is to empower users to develop robotic control with minimal effort.
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1.1. HERO LifeBoat
In order to field upgrade the HERO, and the supported CAN devices it discovers, CTRE
provides a Windows application called “HERO LifeBoat Imager” (or LifeBoat for short). This
application communicates with HERO using a USB A-to-A cable.

LifeBoat stands for Lightweight Image Flasher Ensuring Bulletproof Operation And Testing.

With this utility you can...
e Field-upgrade the HERO
¢ Field-upgrade support CAN Devices: Talon SRXs, PCMs, and PDPs.
¢ Modify the Device IDs of CAN devices so that they can be addressed uniquely.
¢ Blink a selected device to sanity check the Device ID.

=" HERQ LifeBoat Imager - O X

Step 1: Insert USB Ato-A cable.
|HE?O (2.1) Ser:34343430353451050044003A MAC:00:1E:C0:F2:EC:90: App:0.9.2.3

14 CAN devices found

Name ID  Fimware Status Bootloader Manu Rev  Manu Date Model
my10TALONSRX 10 053 Running App... 26 14 Nov 3, 2014 Talon SRX
my12 12 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 Talon SRX
PDP (Device ID 2) 2 1.40 Running App... 30 1.1 Aug 14, 2014 PDP
Talon SRX (Device ... 11 053 Running App... 30 14 Nov 3, 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 13 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10. 2014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 14 053 Runring App... 26 14 Nowv 3,2014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 15 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 16 053 Running App... 26 14 Nov 3, 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 17 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 7 053 Runring App... 30 14 Nov 3,2014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 8 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device ... 9 053 Running App... 26 14 Nov 3, 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX 56 56 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 Talon SRX
Test_Talon6 0 053 Running App... 31 16 June 23,2015 Talon SRX

Step 2: Select a CAN Device to perform these operations. ..
Bink the selected device. | Bink LED ]

Crange the selected deviee totis ID. 0 |2 | Change ID | | Restore D |

Select CRF and Press "Update Firmware" to flash new fimware.
|C:\ng'an Files {x86)"\Cross The Road Blectronics\HEROQ Life Boat'\Firmware Hu\Tﬂon&xMuﬁm4| Browse...

‘Rdla*Corrulete.

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.8.2.0) .:

See Section 7 for more information on this utility.
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1.2. HERO Web-based Configuration (future feature)
In addition to “LifeBoat”, a future HERO image release will support a web-based diagnostic
page built into the HERO so that hardware configuration can be accomplished without software
installation. No Windows application installer, or software client plugin, will be necessary. Just
use your favorite HTML5 browser!

Manufacture Date: 2014 Software Status:

Model: talonsnc Fimware Version: 65549
Device ID: 11 Hardware Rev: 655642
UniquelD: 11

DynamiciD: 11

meter: Number of rotations m—
uadrature; CPR u—
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1.3. What is .NET Micro Framework?
.NET Micro framework is an open-source .NET platform for embedded devices. It includes a
small version of the .NET CLR and supports development in C#, Visual Basic .NET, and
debugging (in an emulator or on hardware) using Microsoft Visual Studio. Basically it's a
software stack that can run a “minified” version of a .NET application with the goal of running on
an embedded processor.

When NETMF is combined with CTRE’s native libraries, the result is a tool suite that allows
users to develop robotic applications in Visual Studio, (with full debugger, threads, watch list,
breakpoints, etc.).

w Hero Simple Application2 (Debugging) - Microsoft Visual Studio Y &' | Quick Launch (Ctrl+Q)

File  Edit View Project Build Debug Team  TJools Test Driver  Analyze Window  Help

Q-9 F-ZWd Q- - Debug Any CPU P Continue - 5° ; L )
Process: [2] Cross Link HERD .NETMF_Mini ~ [~ Lifecycle Events ~ Thread: [1] Main Thread - Y v

[HGTIET R I Hero Simple Application2

[€#] Hero Simple Application2 ~ | *13 Hero_Simple_Application2 Program ~ @ Main()

using Microsoft.sPoT;

=namespace Hero_Simple_applicationz

i
= public class Program
|
= public static veid Main()
i

/* lets control a Talon with deviceId @ on our CAN Bus */

CTRE.Talonsrx drive = new CTRE.TalonSrx{e);

/* lets control a PCM with deviceld @ on our CAN Bus */
CTRE.PneumaticControlModule pom = new CTRE.PneumaticControlModule(e);

/* create a gamepad object, we will plug gamepad into HERO's USE Host/DEV port. */
CTRE.Gamepad gamepad = new CTRE.Gamepad{new CTRE.UsbHostDevice(});

while (true)

{

] bool bFiresol;

float left_y = @;

/*is a gamepad plugged into HERD */

if (gamepad.GetConnectionstatus() == CTRE.UsbDeviceConnecticon.Connected)

{

| bFiresol = gamepad.GetButton(1); /* grab buttonl from gamepad.*/
left_y = -1 * gamepad.GetAxis(1); J/* grab the gamepad's left joystick axis */
drive.set(left_y); #* pass gamepad axis value to our throttle */
[+] I pcm. Setsolenoidoutput(e, bFiresol); /* fire solenoide when buttonl is pressed. */
CTRE.Watchdog.Feed(); /* call this pericdically to keep motor-drive enabled *.-f|
I Debug.Print("Motor output: " + left_y + ™ bitn: ™ + bFiresol); /* print the axis and button */

o } ® left_y 01171875

else
= { @ brireSal true

Debug.Print("No gamepad detectcu ;, + oot the axis and button */
H
system.Threading. Thread.Sleep(2@); /* wait a bit, 2ems */
}
} -

86 % |+ | — »

Encoding: Unicode (UTF-8) - BOM  Content type: CSharp  Classification: None  Selection: 1346

Watch 1 = woeow UM Call Stack wnw B Qutput e
Mame Value Type Name Lang "
@ |efty 0.1171875 float > Hero Simple Applicat C# Motor Output: @.117 btn: True "
@ bFireSal true boal Motor Output: 8.117 btn: True
Motor Output: @.117 btn: True
Motor Output: @.117 btn: True
Motor Output: @.117 btn: True
Motor Output: @.117 btn: True |
-
Watch 1 | Find Results 1 Output | Threads
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1.4. What are Gadgeteer devices?
Another benefit to NETMF is the common hardware interface for supplemental devices known
as “Gadgeteer”’. These common interfaces use a small footprint ribbon-cable connector for
connecting peripherals that use USART, SPI, 12C, PWM, general 10, and more. The Gadgeteer
ports are labeled on the HERO itself, and more examples and documentation will be provided
as support for these ports are added in future software releases.

This is the same connector/cable used on the Talon SRX for sensor feedback.

Below is the pinout of each Gadgeteer port type. Each port on HERO (numbered 1 through 8)
have a collection of letters that indicate the possible uses for that port. Each port has several
interfaces available to it, so choose the role of each port based on what combination of features
you will need.

For example, HERO port 1 is labeled “AUSX”. This means the HERO port 1 can be used for
analog input, UART, SPI, or 3-GPIOs. After deciding which role you would like to leverage,
consult the pinout table below for wiring.

............

- PIN PIN PIN PIN PIN PIN PIN PIN PIN

1 2 3 4 5 B 7 9 10

3 GPID X +3.3V | +5v¥ | GPIO! | GPID GPIO | [UN] | [UN] [UN] [un] | GND

7 GPID Y +33v | +5v | GPIOI | GPIO GPIO | GPIO | GPID GPIO GPIO | GND
Analog In A +3.3V +5Y ;;?: AN [G) AIN GPIO [umN] [UN] [um] GND
5D Card F +33v | +5v | GPIOI | DATO | DAT1 | CMD | DATZ | DAT3 CLK | GND
USB Host H +33v | +5v | GPiOl D- D+ [UN] | [UN] [UN] [UN] | GND
*C | +3.3V +5y GPIO! [UN] [UN] GPIO [uM] SDA SCL GND

H a:;:::m; K +3.3V | 45V | GPIO! | TX(G) | RX(G) | RTS | CTsS [N [uN] | GND
Analog Out 8] +3.3V +5v GPIO! GPIOD AOUT [um] [uM] [UM] [um] GND
PWM p | +33v | ssv | Griot | [un | [un) | PO P"E:;“ P;:;'" PWM | GND

5P 5 +3.3V | +5v | GPIO! | GPID GPIO | GPIO | MOSI [ MISD SCK | GND
UART U 3.3V | 45V GPIO! | TXIG) | RX(G) | GPIO | [UM] [UN] [UN] GND
M“;‘:;:E;: rer 7 433V | +5v | [ms) [Ms) IMs] | (ms] | [ms) [M5] [Ms] | GND
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2. Specifications

2.1. Electrical Specifications

Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ. Max Unit
HERO Power Input (Weidmuller only)
Vdd Supply voltage 5.2 12.0 28.0 \Y
Isupp Supply Current DC supply @12.0V 48 58 (@) 72 mA

No Gadgeteer ports in use

HERO Power Input (mini USB only)

Cross The Road Electronics

Vdd 4.7 5.0 Vv
Isupp Supply Current No Gadgeteer ports in use 85 107 W 133 mA
Vuss USB Output Voltage 5.0 \Y
luss USB Output Current 500 mA
NOTE 1: Typical measurement is done when both LEDs are and Logitech USB gamepad present.
2: This assumes the power source for HERO can source enough current to meet this.
2.2. Inputs/Outputs
Input and Outputs
Gadgeteer Ports Total 8
.. 12C, SPI, USART/UART, PWM, CAN 2.0B
Supported Communication Protocols DWCAN bus (1Mbps)
Supported CAN Devices Talon SRX, PDP, PCM
1 USB Host/Device (Gamepad HID)
USB Ports 1 USB Device (mini)
Analog Input 2 Gadgeteer A ports (3 AINs each)
PWM Output 1 Gadgeteer P port (3 PWM outputs)
SPI 2 Gadgeteer SPI ports
3 Gadgeteer U ports (UART)
USART/UART 1 Gadgeteer K port (USART)
3 serial ports total
12C 2 Gadgeteer | ports
GPIO 4 Gadgeteer X ports (3 GPIO each)
2 Gadgeteer Y ports (7 GPIO each)
3.3V Analog Output 1 Gadgeteer O Port (1 AOUT)
SD Card 1 Gadgeteer F port (4bit SDIO)
Reserved ports Z1 and Z2 reserved for future use
8/25/2016

Page 10




16-728279 HERO User's Guide 8/25/2016

2.3. Processor/Memory

Process and Memory

Processor STM32F427 (Cortex M4)
Processor RAM 256KB
Processor Flash 2 MB
Processor Frequency 168 MHz
Usable FLASH for NETMF 640 KB
(will be increased to at least 1MB in future release)
Usable RAM for NETMF 100KB

(canincrease in future)
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3. CAN Bus Features

The HERO supports one CAN2.0B DW-CAN channel meant for communicating with Talon
SRXs, PCMs, and PDPs. The default bitrate is 1Mbps (75% sample point) and uses 29bit
arbitration IDs. However, in the future, APl may be available to modify the timing parameters for
custom applications.

3.1 CAN Bus Termination
HERO has an integrated CAN Bus Termination Resistor R28 (120Q). For applications that
require the HERO to not include termination, the surface mount resistor can be removed. This
would be necessary if HERO was connecting to an existing CAN Bus that already had proper
termination at each of the two ends of the bus harness, such as a vehicle or industrial bus.

However, if using a CTRE Power Distribution Panel, you can simply remove the termination
jumper on the PDP instead. See the PDP User’s Guide for more information.

Cross The Road Electronics Page 12 8/25/2016
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4. HERO USB Ports Explained

HERO has two USB ports...
e Mini USB port labeled NETMF.

This port requires a mini USB cable and is used for deploying/debugging your C#
applications into HERO.

A\

e Host and device port labeled “Host/Dev”.

This is used to field-upgrade the HERO and discovered CAN devices (when used with a
USB male-A-to-male-A cable). Additionally HERO will support a limited number USB
devices that may be inserted into HERO and used in your NETMF application.

Both cable types will be available for purchase at ctr-electronics.com.

Cross The Road Electronics Page 13 8/25/2016
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4.1. USB Host features
At the time of writing, the USB Host port supports HID Gamepad/Joystick devices for control of
robot applications.

This includes the Logitech F310 Gamepad...

...and for those looking for a wireless solution, the Logitech F710...

For developers looking for a reliable and simple wireless solution for control and robot-disable,
we recommend the Logitech F710. Future releases of HERO will support a variety or wireless
control solutions, however in the short term we have found these wireless gamepads to be
adequate.

Note: When using the Logitech F710, you may have to press a button to “wake up” the
gamepad. Since this wireless device uses batteries, it will enter a low-power mode when left
without activity for several minutes. When this happens the HERO will behave as though the
Gamepad is still connected, but with all signals zeroed to prevent erroneous motor activity.
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4.2. Logitech: Xinput versus Directlnput
At the time of writing, HERO only supports ‘D’ or ‘Directlnput’ for control. Switching the
selector to position 2 or ‘D’ is necessary to use a Logitech Gamepad.

This is done for two reasons...
e At the time of writing the HERO only supports general HID input devices.
e This allows the ‘X’ setting to serve as a reliable robot-disable or emergency-stop. In

other words, selecting ‘X’ will be equivalent to unplugging the gamepad, which will zero
all gamepad signals.
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5. Hardware setup

5.1. General Handling
When handling bare electronics, care should be taken to not touch the electronic components
directly. Hold the HERO by the board edges to prevent electrostatic discharge (ESD) events
from damaging the board. Be sure to discharge by touching a grounded surface before
handling the HERO board.

Furthermore, when using the HERO in a robotics application, choose a mount or enclosure
strategy to prevent potential shorts caused by conductive debris (fine metal chips or swarf,
spare or untucked wires, metal chassis).

5.2. Connecting CAN devices
Comprehensive instructions for connecting Talon SRXs, PCMs, and PDPs to HERO'’s
Weidmuller connector can be found in the User’s Guide of each product respectively. PCMs
and PDPs each have two pairs of Weidmuller connectors with CANH/CANL. This allows PCMs
and PDPs to be part of the daisy chain. Talon SRXs can also be daisy chained as they each
have two wire pigtails than can conveniently be used to connect two devices that use the
Weidmuller connectors such as PCM, PDP, and HERO.

Cross The Road Electronics Page 16 8/25/2016




16-728279 HERO User's Guide 8/25/2016

5.2.1. Wiring the Talon SRX for use with CAN bus
To wire Talon SRXs, connect a yellow signal wire to the CAN terminal marked “CANH” on the
HERO and connect a green signal wire to the CAN terminal marked “CANL” on the HERO.
To connect additional Talon SRXs, use tightly crimped connectors to connect the signal wires
green-to-green & yellow-to-yellow as shown below. For the best connection, it is
recommended that each connector is crimped and soldered. However CAN connectors are
available to provide reliable connections that are not permanent (see Section 5.2.1.1).

The yellow and green wires should also be wrapped in a twisted pair fashion (not illustrated) to
maximize tolerance to electrical noise.

Note: Signal wires of the same color are electrically identical — it does not matter which wire is
used as long as the color is correct.

To CAN “H” Termlnal<—%\
‘ 120 Q

Resistor
or PDP

To CAN “L” Termlnal ' i ‘ i ‘ i ' i

After all of the Talon SRXs have been wired, there will be 2 remaining signal wires — connect
these two wires using a 120 Q resistor or to the CAN interface on the Power Distribution Panel
(PDP) to properly terminate the cable end.
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5.2.1.1. CAN Connector
The CAN Connector can be used to chain Talon SRX'’s together without crimping connectors or
soldering. Each CAN Connector contains a four channel Weidmuller terminal block with two
CAN pairs (similar to other FRC CAN devices such as the Power Distribution Panel and
Pneumatic Control Module). The four holes can be used to provide strain relief to the CAN
wires. Additionally the holes can be used for mounting to the robot frame. Spacers or electrical
tape may be used to prevent shorting to the robot frame.

These are available for purchase at ctr-electronics.com.

5.2.1.2. CAN Bus Wire Selection
It is recommended to use for CANH and green for CANL for the following reasons...
[J Makes inspection and troubleshooting easier.
[1 The colors match what is labeled on the HERO, Power Distribution Panel, and
Pneumatic Control Module.
[] The colors match the Talon SRX cable harness.

AWG 22 or similar gauge wiring can be used. An electric drill can be used to twist the
CANH/CANL wire pair. Pre-twisted wire is also available at ctr-electronics.com.
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5.3. Powering Options for HERO
HERO can be powered using one of several power paths (or multiple simultaneously). Below
are the three different connection methods.

5.3.1. Powering HERO using Weidmuller connector

For robot applications that use 12V sources (such as lead-acid batteries
or power supply) the Weidmuller press-insert connector can be used to
connect V" and V-

Consult the electrical specifications for power requirements (see Section
2.1).

The Weidmuller power input is reverse protected. This means that
reversing the V* and V- wires will not damage the HERO.

Although the picture above shows a red/black wire pair with wire ferrules, the connector will also
work using regular stripped wires as well. Press down on the white plunger to insert/release the
wire.

For applications that use the CTRE Power Distribution Panel (PDP), the source end of the
power harness can be connected to the bottom output Weidmuller pair on the PDP.
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5.3.2. Powering/Connecting HERO using USB-A-to-A
The USB-A-to-A cable can also be used to power the HERO. The USB-A-to-A
\./ connection is also used for LifeBoat connectivity (field upgrade and CAN device
\ configuration)

Plug one male end into the HERO'’s
Host/Device USB port.

Plug the other male end into the PC’s host port.

5.2.2.1. Initial connection of an out-of-the-box HERO
- uee T he first time you connect the USB-A-to-A

(D= » conpuer » HeROFIES @) slelemmense 20 cable, you will see a mass storage device for
T e ~~ ' 9% HERO Files. This is due to the ship-firmware
Favorites ame ate moo el . . .
B Desttop I 8 tero Gerting St Lemisanny 1N the HERO, and will function on any
S Window PC (even if HERO SDK is not
Rsibive installed).
& Creative Cloud Files
.| Libraries . . .
% Documents This is meant to redirect you to the HERO
o udl < 'l product page, where this document and

1item

necessary software can be downloaded.
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5.3.3. Powering/Connecting HERO using mini USB
The mini-USB port will also power the HERO development board. The mini
USB port is also used for deploying/debugging a NETMF application using
Visual Studio.

Plug the mini connector into the HERO’s NETMF

port.

Plug the other end of the mini USB cable into PC Host port.

5.3.3.1. Initial connection of an out-of-the-box HERO
The mini USB connection is disabled in the ship firmware of an out-of-the-box HERO. It will
become NETMF enabled after flashing latest firmware using HERO LifeBoat.

Cross The Road Electronics Page 21 8/25/2016




16-728279 HERO User's Guide 8/25/2016

6. Software Installation (does not require HERO hardware)

If you want to develop C# applications on your HERO, you will need to...

. and install Visual Studio 2015 Community (download from
visualstudio.com, see Section 6.1 below).
. and install the CTRE Toolsuite Installer from CTRE, see Section 6.2).

o Make sure to select all HERO options when installing.
...However, if you simply want to direct drive all Talon SRXs that are connected to HERO'’s
CAN Bus, you can use the CTRE Toolsuite Installer to just install Lifeboat.

6.1. Microsoft Visual Studio Community (or Express or Professional) 2015

If you already have a version of Visual Studio 2015, you can skip installing it.
The download location may change as Microsoft updates their website, but a good general link
to start with is https://www.visualstudio.com/en-us/downloads

Follow the links for “Download Community Free”...
b Visual Studio MSDN Subscriptions

Pri Features Downloads News Support Documentation Free Visual Si]

Visual Studio Community

A free, fully-featured, and extensible IDE for creating modern applications for Windows, Android, and i0S,
as well as web applications and cloud services.

Download Community 2015

6.1.1. Microsoft Visual Studio Installer hangs
At the time of writing, there has been a few reports where the VS2015 Installer appears to hang
with no updates on progress for several minutes. For this reason the user should check the
install window periodically for changes in progress. The entire install should take around 20
minutes, however if the install seems stuck, consider the following workarounds...
e Disable AVG Antivirus if enabled
o If installer appears stuck and task manager is reporting the process
Secondarylnstaller.exe has 0% CPU then simply end this process.
e Disable the internet while the installer runs.
o If the problem persists contact support@crosstheroadelectronics.com or check the latest
online documentation if Microsoft has updates on the issue.
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6.2. HERO SDK
The CTRE Toolsuite will install all of the HERO-related content. The installer is available at
http://www.ctr-electronics.com/links/hero sdk installer.ntml under Tech Resources.

For advanced users who may be interested, here is a breakdown of what is installed...
e USB drivers for HERO.
¢ Firmware images (crf) to flash into HERO.
e Firmware images (crf) to flash into supported CAN devices.
¢ A compiled plugin file for Visual Studio (this is how example templates are installed in
Visual Studio).
e A beta build of Microsoft’s 4.4 .NET Micro framework SDK. This predates the RTM
release from Microsoft so avoid installing the release version that Microsoft provides.
e The compiled class library (Assemblies) for HERO.
e Visual Studio 2015 C++ x86 runtime (if it's not already installed).
e Visual Studio 2013 C++ x86 runtime (if it's not already installed). This is necessary as
some of LifeBoat’s components were built with VS2013.
e HERO .NETMF Plug-in (if Visual Studio 2015 is installed).
The entire install takes one to four minutes depending on if the runtimes are already installed.

6.3. Installing HERO .NETMF plug-in for Visual Studio 2015
NOTE: AS OF INSTALLER 4.4.1.0, THE .NETMF PLUG-IN IS INSTALLED
AUTOMATICALLY IF VISUAL STUDIO 2015 IS ALREADY INSTALLED.

This step is only necessary if you install Visual Studio after installing the toolsuite.

Once the HERO-SDK-Installer is finished you can perform the final step of running the plugin
installer. This is necessary for deploying NETMF applications to HERO and to see the HERO
examples templates. This only needs to be done once so long as Visual Studio 2015 is not
uninstalled/reinstalled.

The file is already installed here:
“C:\Users\Public\Documents\Cross The Road Electronics\HERO\Visual Studio Plugin”

Share View
» ThisPC » O5(C) » Program Files (x86) » Cross The Road Electronics » Visual Studio Plugin w
* [ Marme " Date modified Type Size
[® Netmfvs14.vsix 12/14/2013 %23 PM  Microsoft Visual 5., 340 KB

Once you find “NetmfVS14.vsix” file, run it by double-clicking it, or right click and select “Open”.

Mame
M Metmfys14.vsix
Open
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Be sure to check “Microsoft Visual Studio Community 2015” and press “Install”.

.NET Micro Framework project system

Releaze Motes

Select the product(s) you want to install the extension to:
Microsoft Visual Studio Community 2015

This extension does not contain a digital signature.

Certain packages of the Microsoft .NET Micro Framework may
also contain the following third-party components, which we
may include as a convenience for you to use with the .NET
Micro Framework: OpenSSL and [wIP. If so included, then each
of these is licensed under its respective license, copies of which
are appended below.

By clicking "Install”, you agree with the
above license terms (if any). Install | | Lancel

When the install is finished you will see this prompt. This install is only takes a few seconds.
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Installation Complete

Your extension has been successfully installed. Please close and
restart all target application instances for changes to take effect.

O Microsoft Visual Studic Community 2015

View Install Log

7. HERO LifeBoat — Software Configuration

mini USB port.

\\ HERO is field-upgradeable over USB by using a USB A-to-A cable and not the

When a HERO is first unboxed, the first step is to update its firmware.

7.1. HERO LifeBoat — Re-image HERO Development Board
The HERO development board will come out of the box with a minimal firmware image. To
update the firmware, download and run the HERO-SDK-Installer (see Section 6.2) as this will
also install HERO LifeBoat. Once installed, open HERO Lifeboat by using the Desktop
shortcut, or by typing “HERO Lifeboat” in the Windows start menu.
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Best match

HERO LifeBoat

L TH
Desktop app
HERO LifeBoat
2 File Folder
Last modified: 1/3/2016
ER My stuff 2 Web
hero

When LifeBoat runs the first time, you may get a prompt to allow LifeBoat to communicate over
the network. Check “private networks...” and then “Allow access”.

@ Windows Security Alert X

cd
Q Windows Firewall has blocked some features of this app
-

Windows Firewall has blocked some features of HERO LifeBoat on all public and private

networks.
MName:
Publisher: Unknown
Path: C:\ctr6\releases‘hero'beta 18 \sourcefilesYifeboat hero

lifeboat.exe
Allow HERO LifeBoat to communicate on these networks:
[~ Private networks, such as my home or work network

[[Public networks, such as those in airports and coffee shops (not recommended
because these networks often have lite or no security)

What are the risks of allowing an app through a firewall?
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" HERQ LifeBoat Imager - O X
Image HERO ' CAN bus Devices

Step 1: Insert USE Ato-A cabls.

Step 2: Press and hold button while inserting LUSB

on HERQ. Wait until HERO finishes enumerating
before next step.

Step 3:Status LED will be solid when ready.

Step 4: Select fimware file

|| Browse...

Step 5: Press "Image HERQ" Button when ready. Image HERO
Step 6: Disconnect/Reconnect USB/Power to start fimware.

HERO is not in bootloader (Hower for more...) Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.9.2.0)

If not already selected, select the first tab
“Image HERO”.

The bottom status bar will likely indicate
that HERO is not in bootloader mode.

Connect the HERO to the PC by inserting
the USB A-to-A cable into HERO’s USB
Host/Dev port. Do this while holding the
surface mount button on HERO down.

When HERO boots up the STATUS LED
will be solid RED.

This method of entering bootloader
leverages a hardware feature called
“DFU”, that ensures that no matter what
the state of the firmware, we can always
reliably enter the bootloader. This makes
HERO a brick-proof device.

When this is done, Windows will load the USB driver for HERO and the status bar will transition

to say that HERO is in bootloader mode.

Step 6: Disconnect/Reconnect USB/Powerto start fimmware.

HERD in bootloader

=" HEROQ LifeBoat Imager - ] x
Image HERO  CAN bus Devices

Step 1: Insert USE Ato-A cable.

Step 2: Press and hold button while inserting USB

on HERO. Wait urtil HERQC finishes enumerating
before next step.

Step 3:Status LED will be solid when ready.

Step 4: Select fimware file

|| Browse...

C4re B Demnn "lenmms UEDOY O Hnem srbme emsche lem—mm UCD

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.9.2.0)

Next press the “Browse” button to
navigate to the firmware file. Because
the file path is blank, LifeBoat will start
the dialog box inside the install location
of LifeBoat, which is ideal since that is
where the firmware files are located.

For reference the current install path is:

C:/Users/Public/Public Documents/Cross The Road Electronics/Lifeboat
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There will be multiple CRF files (Cross The Road Firmware). The files prefixed with “HERO” are
the hero firmware files.

=" Select DFU file ¥
T DI <« HERO LifeBoat » Firmware Files w | Search Firmware Files P
Organize * Mew folder Bz~ T o
-~
I Desktop ~ MName Date modified Type
Documents [ hero_direct_drive-0.0.3.0.crf 1/2/2016 11:50 PM  CRF File
¥ Downloads [ hero_netmf_beta-0.9.2.3.crf 1/2/2016 1:10 PM CRF File
b Music [ ] PCM-Application-10.00-nenFRC.crf 1/4/2016 7:25 PM CRF File
Pictures ||] TalonSnc-Application-10.00-nonFRC.crf 1/4/2016 7:31 PM CRF File
B Videos B >
File name: |TalonSn(—AppIicatian—D.i?.—HER[}—nonFRC. v| |CRF files (*.crf) V|
| Open | | Cancel |

If the NETMF firmware is required (for developing robot applications in Visual Studio) select the
latest “hero_netmf XXXXXX.crf”.

If the direct drive firmware is desired then select the latest “hero_direct_drive-X.X.X.X.crf”. This is the
firmware that simply takes the first Y-axis of a gamepad and drives all Talon SRXs for no-code
simple-testing.

Then press “Open”
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Next press the “Image HERO” button.

& HERQ LifeBoat Imager - m] by
Image HERQ  CAN bus Devices

Step 1: Insert USE Ato-A cable.

Step 2: Press and hold button while inserting USBE

on HERO. Wait urtil HERO finishes enumerating
before nest step.

Step 3:Status LED will be solid when ready.

Step 4: Select fimware file

[19 Biectronics\HERQ LifeBoat\Fimware Fies\nero_netmf_beta-0.9.23.01| | Browse... |

Step 5: Press "Image HERO" Button when ready. I Image HERC I

Step B: Disconnect/Reconnect USB/Power to start fimware.

HERO in bootloader Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (09.2.0) .:

LifeBoat will first erase the contents of HERO...

Step 5: Press "Image HERO" Button when ready. I

| Perfarming mass erase (This will take =30 sec)

...then will begin writing the contents of the new image. When the imaging is finished you will
hear several USB disconnect/connect events and LifeBoat will revert back to the original status
bar message (“not in bootloader”).

When flashing the hero_netmf firmware, the entire flash session can take ~30 seconds to one
minute depending on the PC.

When flashing the hero_direct_drive firmware, flashing takes ~10 seconds.
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Step 5 Press "Image HERO" Button when ready. Image HERO

Programming complete (00:36.05)

Step 6: Disconnect/Reconnect USB/Powerto start fimmware.

HERQ is not in bootloader (Hover for more...) Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.9.2.0) .-

At this point you can navigate to the second tab “CAN Bus Devices”, and see your HERO’s
revision, serial number, MAC address and firmware version. Additionally if the CAN Bus is
wired, the auto-detected CAN devices will appear in the list view.

2 HERO LifeBoat Imager - o X

image HERO [CANbus Devices |

Step 1: Insert USE Ato-A cable.

|HERO (2.1) Ser:3434343035345 10900440034 MAC:00. 1E COF2EC-90: App:0.9.23 |

Name ID Fmwae Status Bootioader Manuy Rev  Manu Date Model

my 10TALONSRX 10 053  Rumning App.. 26 14 Nov3 2014 Talon SRX
my12 12 053  Rumning App 23 13 Sept 10.2014  Talon SRX
POP (Device ID 2 2 140  Rumning App.. 30 AR Aug 14,2014 PDP

Talon SRX (Device .. 11 053  Running App.. 30 14 Nov3 2014  Talon SRX
Talon SAX (Dewce .. 13 053  Runnng App.. 23 13 Sept 10,2014  Takon SRX
Talon SRX Device .. 14 053  Running App. 286 14 Nov3. 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Dewice .. 15 053  Rumning App. 23 13 Sept 10,2014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Dewce .. 16 053  Running App.. 26 14 Nov3, 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Device .. 17 053  Running App.. 23 13 Sept 10.2014  Takon SRX
Talon SRX Dewice .. 7 053  Running App... 30 14 Nov3.20014  Talon SRX
Talon SRX (Dewice .. 8 053  Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014  Talon SRX
Talon SAX (Device S 053  Running App.. 26 14 Nov3. 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX 56 56 053  Ruming App 23 13 Sept 10,2014  Takon SRX
Test_Taion6 0 053  Rumning App... kR | 16 June 23,2015 Talon SRX

Step 2 Select 3 CAN Device to perdom these oparations..

Crange the slected devcetota 0. 0 121 | Crange D | | Restom D |

2

Select CRF and Press “Update Fimmware ™ to Rash new f
[C\Program Fles (x86) Cross The Road Bectronics\HERO LieBost \Frmware Fies\Takon Soc Appicaton| | Browse..

| Reflash Complete

Version (0.92.2) DLL (09.20) .::

7.1.1. Manual Install Driver location
If, for some reason, Windows does not load the driver, you can manually install the drivers by
directing Windows toward...
“C:\ Users\Public\Documents\Cross The Road Electronics\HERO\USB Drivers\dfu_Win8”
However this is typically not necessary as the HERO-SDK-Installer will install the drivers
automatically.
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7.1.2. Avoid multiple HERO connections
If multiple HERO'’s are connected and in bootloader mode, Lifeboat will not function correctly
and you will see this message in the bottom status bar. Resolve this by disconnecting one of
the HERO boards from the PC.
Step 6: Disconnect/Feconnect USB/Power to start fimware.

Too many DFU devices (Howver for more...) Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.9.2.0) .:

7.2. HERO LifeBoat — Configuring CAN Devices

The second tab in LifeBoat is the “CAN bus Devices” tab. This page can be used to configure
the automatically discovered CAN devices. Once this tab is selected, LifeBoat will automatically
discover the connected HERO, and begin searching and reporting each device’s...

¢ Name (Which will be configurable in a future release)

e Device ID

e Firmware Version

e Status (Running Application versus Bootloader)

e Bootloader Version

e Manufacture Revision

e Manufacture Date

e Model

TIP: Quickly glance at the total device count and compare against the expected total count of
physical devices to quickly confirm the bus is healthy.
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w=* HERD LifeBoat Imager - m] "

mage HERO [CAN bus Devices |
Step 1: insent USE Ado-A cable.
HERD (2.1) Ser-4343430353451090044003A MAC-00:1ECOF2EC90: App 0.9.23 |

14 CAN devices found

Himne ID  Femwars Statuss Bootlomdar Manu Rev  Manu Date el

oy 1 DT ALONS R 10 053  Funning fpp .. 26 14 Mov3 2014 Talon SAX

myl2 12 053 Furning Apo.. 213 13 Sept 10 2014 Talon SRX

POP [Device ID 2) 2 140  Rurning App... an 11 Aug 14, 2004 FDP

Talon SRX [Device . 11 053  Funning fpp... a0 14 Movd 2014 Takon SAX

Talon SAX (Dewice .. 13 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 Talon SAX

Talon SAX Device .. 14 053  Running App... 28 14 Mov 32004 Taelon SAX

Talon SRX [Device . 15 053  Rurning 4. 23 13 Sept 10,2014 Talon SAX

Talon SAX [Device . 16 053  Funning A0p... 26 14 Mov3 2014 Talon SAX

Talon SAX [Device .. 17 053  FRunning App.. 23 13 Sept 10, 2014 Talon SAX

Talon SRX [Device .. 7 053  Running App... a0 14 Movw 32014 Talon SAX |

Talon SAX [Dewvice . B 053  Running fpp.. 23 13 Sept 10, 2014 Tahon SAX

Talon SAX [Device .. 9 053  Funning App... 26 14 Mov 32014 Talan SAX

Talon SRX 56 56 053 Running Apo., 23 13 Sept 10,2014 Talon SRX

Tesi_Talon 0 053 Rurning Ao a 16 Jne2l 2015 Talon SAX I
|

Siep 2 Select 8 CAN Devicos to perdomn thase oparations. ..
Birk the selected device. | Bk LED |

Change the selected device tothia ID. [0 12/ |u-:¢-n ] | Foestone 1D |

Select CAF and Press “Update Frmware ™ to flash new fimwane
(€ \Program Fies (x86)'Cross The Road Bectrorscs\HERD LfeBoat\Frmnare Fles' TakonSfpphcation| | Browse.. |

T

Feflash Complete.

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (09200

7.2.1. CAN Device IDs
The robot APl works by addressing each CAN device with a unique device ID. This is how you
can chain several Talon SRXs (for example) and control each one individually.

Every device of a given model should have a unique device ID (range 0 through 62). So for
example there cannot be two Talon SRXs with device ID ‘0’. However two different models can
have the same device ID (you can have a PCM with device ID ‘0’ and a Talon SRX with device
ID ‘0’).

All devices ship with a factory default ID of ‘0’, so it is recommended to isolate each device
initially and assign unique device IDs. A future update will be capable of detecting and
gracefully resolving conflicted device IDs (similar strategy done in FRC).

The Device ID makes up the bottom six bits of the arbitration ID of all control CAN frames. ‘63’
is reserved for broadcast framing.
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7.2.2. Updating the firmware of a CAN Device.
HERO LifeBoat can also be used to field upgrade supported CAN Devices. This is beneficial as
most CAN actuators ship with FRC firmware meant to be used in the FIRST Robotics
Competition. However for use outside of the competition, it will be necessary to update to the
“non-FRC” firmware for general/public use.

These firmware files will be available on CTRE'’s website under the various product pages, and
also are automatically installed in the same location as the HERO firmware on your PC.

To begin, select the CAN device to update.
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Talon SR (Device 1D 7) 7 0.53 Running App... 30 14 MNaov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX (Device 1D 8) 8 0.53 Running App... 23 1.3 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SR (Device 10 5) 9 [I 53 Running App... 26 14 MNaov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX 56 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
M_ﬂ Running App . June 23.2015 | Thy
>

Step 2: Select a CAN Device to perform these operations...

Blink the selected device.

Blink: LED

Change the selected device to this D | Change D | | Restors ID |

Next press the “Browse” button to select a firmware file. If the file path text entry is blank,
LifeBoat will start in the “Firmware Files” folder in the LifeBoat install path.
[Note: The current default install path is C:/Users/Public/Public Documents/Cross The Road

Electronics/Lifeboat.]

lalon SHA (Device ... 9 Ua3 Hunning App... 26 1.4 MNow 3, 2014 lalon SHX
Talon SRX 56 56 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10, 2014 Talon SRX
Test_Talonb 1 10,0 Running App... 31 16 June 23, 2015 Talon SRX
Step 2 Select a CAN Device to perform these operations...

Blink the selected device. Blink LEDY

Change the selected device to this D, (0 El

Change 1D Restore (D

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware" to flash new fimware.

|Update Fimmware

For example, if re-flashing a Talon SRX, choose the Talon SRX crf file. Then press “Open”.

Cross The Road Electronics

Page 34

8/25/2016




16-728279 HERO User's Guide 8/25/2016

=" Select DFU file X
N Dl « HERO LifeBoat » Firmware Files w O Search Firmware Files L
Organize = Mew folder = M @
S
b Music A Name Date modified Type
Pictures " hero_direct_drive-0.0.3.0.crf 1/2/2016 1:50 PM CRF Fille
B videos | hero_netmf_beta-0.9.2.3.crf 1/2/2016 1:10 PM CRF File
e O5(C) D PCM-Application-10.00-nonFRC.crf 17472016 7:25 PM CRF File
8D LOGGER () | || TalonSnc-Application-10.00-nonFRC.crf 1/4/2016 7:31 PM CRF File
8D | OGGER (E) v < >
File name: |TalunSm-Applicatian-‘Iﬂ.l]]-m:-nFRC.crf v | |CRF files (.crf) bl |
| Open | | Cancel |

Next press “Update Firmware” to begin flashing the CAN device.

Talon 5RX (Device ... 5 053 Running App... 26 14 Mov 3, 2014 Talon S5RX
Talon 5RX 56 b6 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10, 2014 Talon SEX
Test_Talonk 1 10,0 Running App... 31 16 June 23, 2015 Talon SRX

Step 2: Select a CAMN Device to perform these operations. ..

Blink the selected device. Blink LED

Change the selected device to this ID. |0 El Change IDY Restore IO

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware" to flash new fimware.
|C:\Program Files (x86}\Cross The Road Electronics\HERO LifeBoat\Fimware Files'\ TalonSnc-Application-10.00+| | Browse... §

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.92.0) _.:

The interface will disable and a progress bar will appear.
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Talon SRX (Device ... 9 0.53 Running App... 25 14 MNov 3, 2014 Talon SRX
Talon SRX 56 56 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Talon SRX
Test_Talon6 June 23. 2015 |_Talon SRX

Step 2: Select a CAN Device to perform these operations..

Blink the sslected device. | Blirk LED |
Change the selected device to this ID. | Change ID | | Restore ID |

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware™ to flash new fimware.
|C:\F'rog|an1 Files fc86)\Cross The Road Blectronics\HERD LifeBoat"\Fimmware Fil&i\TannSm—Naplication-1ﬂ_[H]f| Browse...

.

Flashing

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.92.0) .:

When the field-upgrade is complete, the following success message will show. The entire flash
session should take ~10 seconds and the version will be updated in the list view.

Test_Talonb Running App... 16 June 23, 2015 | Talon SRX

Step 2: Select a CAN Device to pefoarm these operations .

Blink the selected device. ‘ Blink LED |

Changs the selected device to this 1D ‘ Change ID ‘ | Restore 1D |

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimmware" to flash new fimware.
|C:\ng|arn Files {«86)\Cross The Road Blectronics\HERD LifeBoatFirmwane HI&E\Talon&x—NJplicaﬁon—1ﬂ.M+| Browse. .

| Reflash Complete.

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.9.2.0) .

If power or communications is disrupted during the field-upgrade, LifeBoat will report the error
and the CAN device will be left in bootloader mode (which is harmless). At which point you can
simply try again after resolving the intermittent power/communication issue. In other words, the

CAN devices are not susceptible to “bricking” due to incomplete flashes.
iTalon SFX 56 h& 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10, 2014 Talon SRX

Step 2: Select 3 CAN Device to perform these operations...

Blink the selected device. | Elink: LED |

Change the selected device to this 1D | Change ID | | Restore 1D |

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware" to flash new fimware.
|C:\F‘mgmm Files (x86)"Crozs The Road Blectronice"HERD LifeBoat \Fimware FiI&a\TannSm—Application—1D_[N}+| Browse...

‘ Reflash failed:-106:Tegt_Taloné : CTRE_DI_CouldMot SendFlash

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.92.0) .
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7.2.2.1. What happens if the wrong product’s CRF is selected?
In both cases of field-upgrading the HERO, or updating a CAN device, if a CRF is selected that
is meant for an entirely different product, LifeBoat will provide you with an error describing this.
So there is no possibility of permanently damaging a CTRE product with mismatched firmware.
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7.2.3. Blinking the LED(s) on a selected CAN Device.
Another fundamental operation of HERO LifeBoat is to confirm the device ID of a given CAN
Device. Select the desired CAN device and then press the “Blink LED” button.

& HERO LifeBoat Imager - ] X

Image HERO ~ CAM bus Devices

Step 1: Insert USB Ado-A cable.

| HERO {2.1) Ser:3434343035345109001:30030 MAC:00:1E:C0:F3:08:7F: App:0.9.2.3

15 CAN devices found
Name 1D Fimware Status Boctloader  Manu Rev Manu Date Lo
my 10TALONSRX 10 100 Running App... 286 14 Nov3 2014 T

I 12 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
PCM {Device ID 0) I ] 100 Running App... 30 16 June 17, 2015

1 vice 2 140 Running App... 30 11 Aog 14, 2014
Talon SRX (Device D 11) il 010 Running App... 30 14 Nov 3, 2014 Ty
Talon SRX {Device 1D 13) 13 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SRX (Device |0 14) 14 053 Running App... 28 14 Nov 3, 2014 Ty
Talon SRX {Device 1D 15) 15 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SRX (Device |0 16) 16 053 Running App... 28 14 Nov 3, 2014 Ty
Talon SRX {Device 1D 17) 17 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SRX (Device D' 7) 7 053 Running App... 30 14 Nov 3, 2014 Ty
Talon SRX (Device |D 8) 2 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SRX (Device |0 5) ] 053 Running App... 28 14 Nov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX 56 B 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Tk Todanr n inn [ F. a4 1 [P CIET TR S

>

Step 2: Select a CAN Device to perform these operations:

Changs the selected devicetothis ID. [0 2] | Change ID

Select CRF and Press "Lipdate Firmware" to flash new fimware.
|C\ngmm Files (x86)'Cross The Road Electronics " HERD LifeBoat\Fimware FiIes\TaIuner—ﬂ\pphcahon-‘lDI| | Browse:

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.8.2.0) .
Then, in a moment, the device’s status LED will rapidly blink. If the CAN device already has
application firmware, it will rapidly blink orange. If the CAN device is in bootloader (perhaps the
previous field-upgrade attempt was interrupted) then it will rapidly blink green-orange.
Regardless of the state of the CAN device, it will respond in a unique fashion.

7.2.4. Change the Device ID.
Although the “Blink LED” feature can be used to confirm or double-check the Device IDs, it is
additionally important to be able to modify them to ensure that each device has a unique device
ID.

First, select the device to modify.

Talon SRX {Device ID 7) 7 053 Running App... 30 14 Mov 3. 2014 Ti
Talon SRX (Device [0 8) g 053 Funning App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SRX {Device 1D 3) 9 D 53 Running App... 2 E 14 Mov 3. 2014 Ti
Talon SRX 56 Funning App... 13 Sept 10,2014 T
M_IEI-
>

Step 2: Select a CAM Device to perform these operations...

Blink the selected device. Blink LED

Change the selected device to this 1D. |{hmge|n | | Restore 1D ‘
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Then enter the new device ID into the number entry. If need be, the “Restore ID” button can be
used to modify the number entry back to the device’s current value. Beyond this, “Restore ID”
has no effect on the actual CAN devices.

You will notice a blue color change in the number entry when it is modified.
Blink the selected device.

Change the selected device to this 1D, |11 %] | Chang

Then finally press the “Change ID” button. The form will prompt with a “Are you sure...” dialog

box to confirm. Press “yes” if the IDs are correct.
Device ID Change

Are you sure you want to change this device's ID from Oto 17

Ve 1)

&

The GUI will briefly disable and then automatically refresh the device list.

Step Z: Select a CAN Device to perform these operations...

Blink: the selected device. | Blink LED ‘

Change the selected device to this 1D, E | Change 1D | ‘ Restore ID ‘

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware" ta flash new fimware.
C:\Program Files (x86)"Cross The Road Blectronics'\HERQ Life Boat'\Firmware FiI&B\Tanner—Ppplica’r.ion—'lﬂ.l| Browse..
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When the operation, is finished the ID will be updated and the interface will be selectable again.

=" HERD LifeBoat Imager - O ¥

Step 1: Insert USE Ato-A cable.

|HEFH] (2.7} Ser:343434303534510900190030 MAC:00:1E:C0:F3:08:7F: App:0.9.23

15 CAN devices found
Mame ID Firmware Status Bootloader  Manu Rew Manu Date 2
myl12 12 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
PCM (Device 1D 0) 0 10,0 Running App... 30 16 June 17, 2015
PDP (Device ID 2) 2 1.40 Running App... 30 1.1 Aug 14, 2014
Talon 5RX (Device 1D 11) 11 0.10 Running App... 30 14 Mov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX (Device 1013) 13 0.53 Funning App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 TS
Talon SRX (Device 1D 14) 14 053 Running App... 26 14 Mov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX (Device 1D 15) 15 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon SRX (Device 1D 16) 16 053 Running App... 26 14 Mov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX (Device 1D 17) 17 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon 5RX (Device ID 7) 7 053 Running App... 30 14 Mov 3, 2014 Ti
Talon SRX (Device 1D 8) 8 0.53 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
Talon 5RX (Device 1D 5) 5 053 Running App... 26 14 Mov 3, 2014 Ti

B 053 Running App... 23 13 Sept 10,2014 T
00 Ammhe. a1 16 amemas T
£ >

Step 2: Select a CAN Device to perfform these operations. ..

Blink: the selected device. Blink LED

Change the selected device to this D). Change ID  Restore ID

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware" to flash new fimware.
|E:\Fmgram Files {x86)"Crogs The Road Bectronicg'HERO LifeBoat™Fimmware FiI&B\TaIuner—F@plicatiun-1ﬂ.l| Browse...

|Update Fimware

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.9.2.0) _.:
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8. Visual Studio — Getting Started

This section serves as a “Getting Started” guide that will start with creating a simple project, and
then later will demonstrate adding code to control a Talon SRX with a gamepad.

8.1. Creating your first project
Start by opening Visual Studio 2015 using the Desktop icon or by
w AUEIERG IR RS typing Visual Studio in the Windows Start Menu.

The first time opening Visual Studio after running the o at
HERO-SDK-Installer, you may see the following
prompt. This is just Visual Studio unpacking the
HERO example templates. This can take 10-20 —
seconds.

Initializing templates...

M Start Page - Microsoft Visual Studio
Eile Edit View Debug Team Jools  Tes

3 - < Ly H H H “ = ”
Start by opening Visual Studio and press “New Project...”.

w
il Start Page & X
3
*4
3 . .
:  Visual Studio
—
=]
9
g
Stert
Open Project...
To begin, we will start with the  neverojex ?ox
HERO S|mp|e Examp|e You b Recent NET Framework 452 - Sort by: Default - Search Installed Terplates (Ctrl<£)
4 Installed E . "
1 1 1 cft| Class Library Wisual C# Type: Visual 2
Can SeIeCt thIS by naVIgatIng 4 Templates - A simple NET Micro Framework
th roug h Tem P |lates => Visual 4 Visual C# E EarsrafprET PE application for the HERO Control System.
b Windows
C# => M| Cro Fram ewo rk . Android Sl Hero Analog Input Example WVisual C#
Cloud
o BBl Hero Arcade Drive Example Visual C#
Micro Framework
Then SE|eCt the H ERO SI m ple BLLAAL S B Hero Mecanum Drive Example Visual C#
Test
Appllcatlon . E? EEES]  Hero Motion Profile Example Visual C2
Workiiow R
= LTR
isual e =
“ ” X ELECTRONICS
Then press OK™. b NErliGes Ecﬂ Window Application Visual C#
Windows Installer XML
SOL Server
I TypeScript
Pythan
I JavaScript
- -
b Online Click here to go online and find templates.
Name: Here Simple Applicationd
Location: chusershozrien\documentsivisual studio 2015\Projects -
Solution: Create new solution -
Solution name: Hero Simple Applicationd Create directory for solution

[[] Add te source contral

[ Cancel
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Double click on “Program.cs” in the Solution Explorer and the generated example should look

like the screenshot below. This example will create a counter variable and print its incrementing
value to the Output tab.

M Hero Simple Applicationd - Microseft Visual Studio Y@ &' Quicklaunch (Cir+Q) P - B x
Eile Edit View Project Build Debug Team Tools Test Driver Apalyze Window  Help

@-0 B-2 MW O -0 - Debug - AnyCPU cbsate o A AL L o=

L —
5 Program.cs #® X ~  Solution Explorer = v I x
; [ Hero Simple Applicationd = * Hero_Simple_Applicationd ~ @ Main() ool e-rs G aRm o ’IEI
= Husing system; +
] using system.Threading; Search Solution Explorer (Ctrl+;) P
= H
- using Microsoft.sPaT; = ¢ = s T =
& using Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware; m Se i I-!em SImplEApl}'lCﬂthl‘ﬂ (1 project)
2 4 [c%] Hero Simple Applicationd
§- |:|-|narnespace Hero_Simple_Applicationd b Properties
{ b mm Beferancs:
public class Program
Tt Program.c=
=] public static void Main()
{
/* simple counter to print and watch using the debugger */
int counter = &;
/* loop forever */
while (true})
{
/* print the three analog inputs as three columns */
Debug.Print{"Counter value: " + counter);
/* increment counter */
++counter; ¢/* try to land a breakpoint here and hover ower '
J* wait a bit */ Diagnostic Tools | Selution Explorer
system.Threading.Thread.Sleep(188);
} Error List BR33
} re Soluti - |[@ 0frors | ’
: ' Entire Sclution Em
L} Search Error List P
~" Code Description Project F
-
86% - A »
Encoding: Unicede (UTF-8) - BOM  Content type: CSharp  Classification: None  Selection: Error..  Code.. Output FindR.. Find5.. Prope..

The next step is to debug/deploy this example to the HERO. To do these we will select the
HERO as the target device (next section).
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8.2. Selecting the HERO as the target device

Right-click on the Project node and select Properties.
L1 Hename Fd

Solution Ex

e O M

Unload Project

Search Sol c Open Folder in File Explorer

o oo

4 HeroSimpleApplication9
b Properties
[+ =B References
b ©* Program.cs

5|00 Jsoube

Select the Micro Framework Tab, select USB as the Transport, and (re)select the HERO as
the device. It should appear as “Cross Link HERO .NETMF_Mini-USB”. Always click on the
dropdown’s down-arrow to repopulate the list of attached hardware, otherwise the selection may
not take effect.

Requirement: Clicking the down arrow must be done even if the
correct text is present in the text portion of dropdown.

Be sure to use the mini USB Cable and HERO’s NETMF port.

HeroSimpleApplicationd -+ 3 JidslFTy N
Application ) -
Configuration: | Active (Debug) W Platform: IE
Build
Build Events DR
Debug
Resources

MET Micro Framewaork

Cross Link HERO .NETMF_Mini-LI5B
Cross Link HERO .METMF_Mini-LSE

Root name for native stub files:
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8.3. Deploying/Debugging your NETMF application
With the HERO selected as the target device, we can now press the “Start” button to launch the
application.

m Hero Simple Applicationd - Microsoft Visual Studio Y@ & Quicklaun
File  Edit View  Project Build Debug Team  Jools  Test  Drive Window  Help

T @-0 B-2 ) EW -0 - Debug - AnyCPU O A
LA p

3 Program.cs # X * | Solution Explo
% [€#] Hero Simple Applicationd ~| *3 Hero_Simple_Applicationd ~ @ Main() e o d
= Husing System; =

o P Srarrh Snlitin

The output window will first show connection status updates...

Output

| a1l
it
I
I
[#]

Show cutput from: | Micro Framewaork Device Deployment -

Incrementally deploying assemblies to device -
Deploying assemblies for a total size of 428 bytes

Assemblies successfully deployed to device.

Restarting interpreter...

Attaching to device... [ |
Waiting for device to initialize...

Output | Threads

~10 seconds later Visual Studio will show the incrementing counter Value in the Output window.
The HERO’s STATUS LED will transition from blink red (no code) to blinking orange (running
code but motor output is disabled).
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D Hero Simple Application4 (Running) - Microseft Visual Studio YA & | Quicklaunch (Cil+Q) P - B x
File Edit View Project Build Debug Tesm Tools Test Driver Analyze Window Help OmarZrien - [8
-0 | B -2 D - - Debug Any CPU Continuve - | J _:m m 8| |[> ¢ I:7

Process: | [4] Cross Link HERQ .NETMF_Mini ~ [ Lifecycle Events = Thread: Y ¥ = :

Hero Simple Applicationd
[€#] Hero Simple Applicationd

using system;
using system.Threading;

Program.cs 8 & X -
7
+
=
using Microsoft.SPOT;
using Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware;
[=namespace Here_Simple_applications4
|t
T public class Program
1
=] public static void Main()
{

- *z Hero_Simple_Applicationd.Program ~ @ Main()

/+ simple counter to print and watch using the debugger */
int counter = @;
/* loop forever */
while (true)
{
/* print the three analog inputs as three columns */
Debug.Print(“Counter value: " + counter);

/* increment counter */

++counter; /* try to land a breakpoint here and hover over 'counter’ to see it's current value. oOr add it tc
/* wait a bit */
System.Threading. Thread.Sleep(100) ;
¥
i
T
N -
8% -4 »

Encoding: Unicode (UTF-8) - BOM  Content type: CSharp  Classification: None  Selection: 285

Watch 1

* 1 X CallStack
Name Value Type

-------------------------- Al Output

Name Lang

Counter Value: 765 "
Counter Value: 786
Counter Value: 767
Counter Value: 768
Counter Value: 789
Counter Value: 778
Counter Value: 771
Counter Value: 772

«m

Watch 1 | Find Results 1

Qutput | Threads

after pressing the "

the value inside the variable “counter”.
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Note that the “Break All” and
“Stop Debugging” icons are now

enabled. ; M ® O

The " button can be used to
pause the code execution,
allowing you to see where it left
off.

Thenuse P Continue = g
resume execution.

In this screenshot, the code
stopped at the sleep function

button. By adding the counter value to the Watch window, we can see
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D Hero Simple Application4 (Debugging) - Microsoft Visual Studio

cuesneciea 2 -8 x - Notice that because of

Help Ornar Zrien ~
ET IR where we stopped, the

Y w ol counter value is

File  Edit View Project Build Debug Team Tools Test Driges
@0 G- WP - | Debug Any CPU
Process: [4] Cross Link HERO .NETMF_Mini ~ =1 Lifecycle Events ~ Thread:

Hero Simple Applicationd Program.cs 8 & X
[€¥] Hero Simple Applicationd ~ *iz Hero_Simple_Applicationd.Program - @ Main()

11361. However the
LE e cusss progran last print command
puelic static void vein®) printed 11360. This is

#* simple counter to print and watch using the debugger =/
fat st o 0 because the

/* loop forever */

while (t H

g increment was done
/* print the three analog inputs as three columns */

Debug.Print("counter value: " + counter); after the print Step.

/* increment counter =,
++counter; /* try te land @ breakpeint here and hover over ‘counter' to see it's current value. Or add it te the watch

Epe— Also note that the

o0 System.Threading.Thread.Sleep(188);

- HERO STATUS LED

L35 JEH K]

i3
Encoding: Unicode (UTF-8) - BOM  Content type: CSharp  Classification: None  Selection: 560 debugger has halted
jatch 1 oo e v X Call Stack s w I QuEUE s v X .
Name Value ope Name Loy » program execution.
@ counter 11361 int [External Code] Counter Value: 11353 o~
&> Hero Simple Applicationd, C# Counter Value: 11354

Counter Value: 11355
Counter Value: 11356
Counter Value: 11357
Counter Value: 11358
Counter Value: 11359
Counter Value: 1136@

4m

Watch 1 Find Results 1 Qutput | Threads
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> 1

The stepping menu bar can also be used to slowly execute the lines of code

one line at a time. Press (¥ ) to step over Debug.Print("Counter Value: " + counter) and
note the newly printed line in the Output window matching the current value of “counter”.

D Hero Simple Applicationd (Debugging) - Microseft Visual Studio YA & | Quicklaunch (Ctr+Q) A - b x
Fle Edit View Project Buld Debug Temm Tools Test Driver Andyze Window Help Omar Zrien -
i@-0| @3-l d|9 - -|[Debug Any CPU P Continue~ F1_i 1l m® T > pr w_ il

¥ Process: [4] Cross Link HERO .NETMF_Mini = (7 Lifecycle Events = Thread: [1] Main Thread & R
Here Simple Applicationd Program.cs 8 + X il
[#] Hero Simple Applicationd. ~| ‘8Hero_Simp\e_AppIi:atioM.Program -~ @ Main() -
K 3
+
=] public class Program -~
public static void Main(}
/* simple counter to print and watch using the debugger */
int counter = @;
/* loop forever */
while (true)
1
/% print the three analog inputs as three columns */
Debug.Print("Counter Value: ™ + counter);
/* increment counter */
[+3 }Hcomter; /* try to land a breakpeint here and hover cver “counter' to see it's current value. oOr add it to the watch
/* wait a bit */
System.Threading. Thread.Sleep(16@);
}
3
T
¥ -
86% - 4 3
Encoding: Unicode (UTF-8) - BOM  Content type: CSharp  Classification: operator  Selection: 578
L i w X Call Stagk s w X0 QUEPUE 5050t s B o x
Mame Value Type Name Lang
@ counter 11361 int ©» Hero Simple Applicationd, C# Counter Value: 11354 e
Counter Value: 11355
Counter Value: 11356
Counter Value: 11357
Counter Value: 11358
Counter Value: 11359
I Counter Value: 11361 I [ ]
-
Watch 1| Find Results 1 Qutput Threads

Now let’s use a breakpoint to watch “counter” change. Letft click in the left gutter on the line that
increments “counter”. You will see a red dot when this is done.

| UEUHE- ri J.III.!. wuanec VaLuT . T oLwaIe _.l',
ﬁ P /* increment counter */
[ ] P he=ad /= try to land a breakpoint here ar

/* wait a bit */
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Press P Centinue = {5 resume program execution and Visual Studio will automatically halt
execution when this line is reached. Hover over “counter” with the mouse to see the latest

value.

/* print the three analog inputs as three columns */
Debug.Primt{"Counter value: " + counter});

/* increment counter */
(] ++counter; f* try to land a breakpoint here and hover owv

@ counter 113672 =
/* wa

System.Threading.Thread.sleep(188);

Then step over ( = ), and re-hover to see its new incremented value.

WILLT | Ll Ty

1

/* print the three analog inputs as three columns *f
Debug.Print{"Counter value: " + counter};

/* increment counter */

9 /* try to land a breakpoint here and hover over
@ counter 11363 =

[¥ walta o1t =7

B Y System. Threading.Thread.Sleep(188);

Press the stop icon to disconnect Visual Studio, and to allow code edits. Next we will add the
CTRE Library Reference and control a Talon SRX (CAN Bus) using a USB gamepad.
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8.4. Adding CTRE Libraries to NETMF projects.
The CTRE Libraries are contained in the CTRE assembly file (at the time of writing this
document). If the CTRE Libraries need to be added to an already existing NETMF project, you
will need to add a reference to the installed CTRE assembly.

Generally speaking, the HERO examples will already have this done for you, but this is helpful
to know when starting projects from scratch, or from other sources outside of the HERO-SDK.

This can be done by right-clicking on the “References” tree node in the Solution explorer, and
clicking “Add Reference”.

Solution Explorer

Co@ o-sedm K-
Search Solution Explorer (Ctrl+;)

fa] Solution 'Hero Simple Application3' (1 project)
4 [c#] Hero Simple Application3

b M Properties
R R Ene
i na ¥2 Add Connected Service...
-0 Micr

B Micr Add Analyzer...

-0 msc m Manage MuGet Packages...

b & Pmgman Scope to This

Mew Solution Explorer View

This will bring up “Add Reference” Dialog. Select "CTRE” and press “OK”.
CTRE is an available option because the HERO-SDK has already registed it.

€3] Add Reference 7 >
NET  Projects Recent Browse

Component Name Version Runtime Path 2
mscorlib 4400 vl 0.30319 C\Program Fil
Systemn 4400 wd0.30319 C\Program Fil
System.Ftp 44.0.0 v4,0.30319 C:h\Program Fil
System.Http 44,00 v4.0.30319 ChProgram Fil
Systemn.|0 4400 wd.0.30319 C\Program Fil
System.Met.Security 44,00 v4,0.30319 C:h\Program Fil
System.Security 44,00 v4.0.30319 Ch\Program Fil
Systern.Text.RegularExpressions  4.4.0.0 wd.0.30319 C\Program Fil
System.Xml 4.4.0.0 v4,0.30319 C:h\Program Fil
SystEnAInl Legacy 4400 v4.0.30319 C:\Pragram Fil

r CTRE 44.0.5 v4.0.30319 CM\Program Fil
x >

0K Cancel
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8.5. Adding a USB gamepad
Let’s add some code to get information from an attached gamepad. First, create a Gamepad
object inside the first line of Main. We will call it “myGamepad”. The new operators on the right
side of the assignment (=) are used to create a new Gamepad object that will look at the HERO
USB Host/Dev port. In the future, we will have other sources of gamepad information, so this
helps delineate gamepads plugged into HERO versus remote-gamepad-strategies to be added
in the future.

/* create a gamepad object */
CTRE.Gamepad myGamepad = new CTRE.Gamepad(new CTRE.UsbHostDevice());

Then inside our while loop, we will check if a gamepad is connected and if so print the axis
value at index ‘1’. Typically on most gamepad’s, axis ‘0’ is the first X-axis, and axis ‘1’ is the first
Y-axis. The axis value will range from -1 (stick pushed forward), to 1 (stick pulled back).

We will also call Feed(), which will signal HERO that it's okay to drive motor outputs. See
Section 9.2 for more information on this function. This also gives us a safe means of disabling
motor outputs (by disconnecting the gamepad).

The HERO STATUS LED will change to blinking when a USB gamepad is inserted as a
result of this change.

/* added inside the while loop */
if (myGamepad.GetConnectionStatus() == CTRE.UsbDeviceConnection.Connected)

/* print the axis value */
Debug.Print("axis:" + myGamepad.GetAxis(1));
/* allow motor control */
CTRE.Watchdog.Feed();

}

Finally, remove the original Debug.Print and change the sleep routine parameter to 10. Ten
milliseconds is fast enough for reliable motor control and will call Feed() often enough to keep
motor output enabled.

/* wait a bit */
System.Threading.Thread.Sleep(10);
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The entire example now looks like this...

using System;

using System.Threading;

using Microsoft.SPOT;

using Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware;

namespace Hero_Simple_Application4

{
public class Program
{
public static void Main()
{
/* create a gamepad object */
CTRE.Gamepad myGamepad = new CTRE.Gamepad(new CTRE.UsbHostDevice());
/* simple counter to print and watch using the debugger */
int counter = 0;
/* loop forever */
while (true)
{
/* added inside the while loop */
if (myGamepad.GetConnectionStatus() == CTRE.UsbDeviceConnection.Connected)
/* print the axis value */
Debug.Print("axis:" + myGamepad.GetAxis(1));
/* allow motor control */
CTRE.Watchdog.Feed();
¥
/* increment counter */
++counter; /* try to land a breakpoint here and hover over 'counter' */
/* wait a bit */
System.Threading.Thread.Sleep(10);
¥
}
¥
}

Now start this example and the Output window will show the current position of the Gamepad
axis in the output window.

Additionally the HERO Status LED will blink green instead of orange.

Here the Logitech left stick Y-axis is roughly one-third forward.

Show output from:  Debug hf
axis:-@.359
axis:-@.359
axis:-@.359
axis:-@.359
axis:-@.359
axis:-@.359
axis:-@.359
axis:-@,.359

Output | Threads
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8.6. Adding a Talon SRX
First we must create the Talon SRX. Use HERO LifeBoat to determine the device ID of the
attached Talon SRX. Talons have a factory-default device ID of ‘0’. If it has not been done
already, use LifeBoat to firmware update the Talon to non-FRC firmware (See Section 7.2.2).

/* create a talon, the Talon Device ID in HERO LifeBoat is zero */
CTRE.TalonSrx myTalon = new CTRE.TalonSrx(®);

Next we will pass the axis value into the Talon’s Set() routine. Although Talon supports various
control modes, the default one simple takes a value between -1 (full reverse) and 1 (full forward)
and applies the appropriate percent output to the motor. More information is available in the
Talon SRX Software Reference Manual.

/* pass axis value to talon */
myTalon.Set(myGamepad.GetAxis(1));

The entire example now looks like this.

using System;

using System.Threading;

using Microsoft.SPOT;

using Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware;

namespace Hero_Simple_Application4
{
public class Program
{
public static void Main()
{
/* create a gamepad object */
CTRE.Gamepad myGamepad = new CTRE.Gamepad(new CTRE.UsbHostDevice());
/* create a talon, the Talon Device ID in HERO LifeBoat is zero */
CTRE.TalonSrx myTalon = new CTRE.TalonSrx(0);

/* simple counter to print and watch using the debugger */
int counter = 9;

/* loop forever */
while (true)
{
/* added inside the while loop */
if (myGamepad.GetConnectionStatus() == CTRE.UsbDeviceConnection.Connected)

/* print the axis value */
Debug.Print("axis:" + myGamepad.GetAxis(1));
/* pass axis value to talon */
myTalon.Set(myGamepad.GetAxis(1));
/* allow motor control */
CTRE.Watchdog.Feed();
}
/* increment counter */
++counter; /* try to land a breakpoint here */
/* wait a bit */
System.Threading.Thread.Sleep(10);
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8.7. Deploying for release

When Visual Studio sends the application, it is already deployed in persistent flash. This means
that it will auto start your application when the HERO is disconnected from Visual Studio. This

also means that it will start within seconds of power booting.
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9. Visual Studio C# Class Library

9.1. USB Gamepad/Joystick
To read the signals of a HID user device connected to HERO’s Host/Dev USB port, create a
Gamepad object.

CTRE.Gamepad myGamepad = new CTRE.Gamepad(new CTRE.UsbHostDevice());

Type the line “myGamepad.” to see the available function list using the IntelliSense...

myGamepad L
@ Equals
fp GetAllValues
float CTRE.Gamepad.GetAxis(uint axisldx) @

b

GetButton
GetConnectionStatus
GetHashCode
GetType

ToString

< e a8 e

GetAxis() and GetButton() can be used to retrieve axis and button information.
GetConnectionStatus() can be used to determine if a gamepad is present.

GetAllvalues() can be used to retrieve a snapshot of all supported signals. This is helpful for
signals that are not supported in the API yet (such as retrieving the VID/PID or POV-hat-switch
values).

First create a Gamepadvalues object. This ideally would only be done once.
CTRE.GamepadValues gv = new CTRE.GamepadValues();

Then fill its contents using GetAllvalues().
myGamepad.GetAllValues(ref gv);

Using IntelliSense, we can retrieve the updated signals.
V.

| :

(field) float[] CTRE.GamepadValues.axes @ |axes |~
btns

| Copy
Equals
GetHashCode
GetType
pid

pov
ToString -

¢ eaeaad
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9.2. Emergency Stop, Disabling motor drive
Since the HERO is a multi-purpose device for custom applications, the enable-disable
procedure has to be flexible in meeting the requirements of the user. To meet this, a software
watchdog has been added to the class library.

When a NETMF application is deployed to the HERO, the HERO’s STATUS LED will blink

indicating that code is running, but motor output (and PCM compressor/solenoid output)
is disabled. You can still call the various set routines for Talon SRX and PCMs, however the
motor outputs, solenoid outputs, and compressor output will be off (you may still modify the
brake behavior of Talons).

In order to enable the HERO, the application must call CTRE.Watchdog.Feed() periodically.

Ideally the application will call this routine when the HERO can confirm that it is safe to do so.
For example, when using a USB gamepad to control a robot, the application should be written to
only call Feed() when the USB gamepad is inserted. This can be done by periodically checking
the gamepad connection and conditionally calling Feed().

/* this is checked periodically. Recommend every 20sm or faster */
if (myGamepad.GetConnectionStatus() == CTRE.UsbDeviceConnection.Connected)

/* allow motor control */
CTRE.Watchdog.Feed();

}

For bench-testing or applications that are considered safe, regardless of Talon state, it may be
acceptable to always call Feed() thereby always leaving HERO in an enabled state. However
we highly recommend coding a way to ensure you can reliably disable motor outputs under any
circumstance.

When using a Logitech gamepad, it is beneficial to leverage the X’ switch to disable motor
outputs.

Other gamepad/joysticks may also have a hard switch that can be used to disable. For example
a MODE button could be used to signal HERO to disable (in addition to gamepad presence).

Another example would be to measure an analog/digital signal that can behave as a kill switch.

9.3. CAN Devices (Talon SRX, PCM, PDP).
The classes currently available are CTRE.TalonSrx and CTRE.PneumaticControlModule.
PDP will be supported in the next release of software.
The Talon SRX class is very similar to the C++ and Java classes documented in the Talon SRX
Software Reference Manual.
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9.4. Peripherals

9.4.1. Digital I/O
Pins labelled as GPIO pins in the Gadgeteer Port Table can be used for general Digital Input
and Output.

9.4.1.1. CPU Pin Mappings
The CPU utilized by the HERO has all Pins from the CPU categorized under alphabetical Port
headings. (eg. A, B, C, etc.)

The Cpu.Pin numbers in the Microsoft.Spot.Hardware library are in hexadecimal format (Ox##)
where the first hexadecimal digit is determined by the CPU Port (A =0, B = 1, etc.) and the
second digit by the Pin number within that Port.

Some example Cpu.Pin numbers are as follows:

CPU Port CPU Port Pin Cpu.Pin Reference

A 1 0x01
A 2 0x02
B 2 0x12
C 7 0x27

These Cpu.Pin numbers are then used to map the CPU Pins to Gadgeteer Port Pins in the
CTRE.HERO.IO Library so that the user may reference Pins using the method outlined later in
this section (Digital Outputs and Digital Inputs)

The full list of CPU Pin mappings for the HERO Gadgeteer Ports can be viewed in the
CTRE.HERO.IO section of the HERO SDK which can be found on the CTRE GitHub.

9.4.1.2. Digital Outputs
Gadgeteer Port Pins are mapped in the CTRE.HERO.IO library such that a Digital Output may
be created from the following example...

OutputPort digitalOutl = new OutputPort(CTRE.HERO.IO.Portl.Pin4, false);

...where the Port and Pin are mapped to the corresponding CPU pin in CTRE.HERO.IO.

The second parameter of the constructor indicates the starting state of the output pin — ‘true’ for
logic high (3.3 V), ‘false’ for logic low.

The Digital Output may then be set to high or low using the Write() function.

digitalOutl.Write(true); //sets Output to Logic High
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9.4.1.3. Digital Inputs
Similar to a Digital Output, a Digital Input may be created using the following example:

InputPort inputTest = new InputPort(CTRE.HERO.IO.Portl.Pin5, false,
Port.ResistorMode.Disabled);

It is important to note the ResistorMode input. When used as input, DIO pins on the HERO are
‘floating’ and can be at any value. In order to ensure accurate results, it is highly
recommended to use a pull-up or pull-down resistor (depending on your application) and set the
ResistorMode accordingly in your project.

Once set up, a digital input may be read as follows:

bool readd = inputTest.Read();

9.4.2. Analog Inputs
The HERO Gadgeteer ports 1 and 8 each can be used for analog inputs. Each port contains
three analog inputs giving a maximum total of six.

Creating an analog input can be done with the following example...

AnalogInput analogInput® = new AnalogInput(CTRE.HERO.IO.Portl.Analog Pin3);

...where the Port# is the desired HERO Gadgeteer port and the Analog_Pin# is designated in
the CTRE.HERO.IO library for the appropriate Gadgeteer Ports.

The value can then be read using the Read() function. The return is a double-precision value
between ‘0’ and ‘1°. ‘1’ represents full voltage (3.3V).

/* grab analog value */
double reado@ = analogInput@.Read();

Each Analog_Pin# in CTRE.HERO.IO is mapped to the appropriate Analog Channel in
Microsoft.Spot.Hardware. The mappings are as shown below.

Physical Pin Channel

PORT 1 - Pin3 Analog Input O
PORT 1 — Pin4 Analog Input 1
PORT 1 — Pin5 Analog Input 2
PORT 8 - Pin3 Analog Input 3
PORT 8 — Pin4 Analog Input 4
PORT 8 — Pin5 Analog Input 5
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9.4.3. UART
Gadgeteer Ports 1, 4, and 6 can be used for UART communication. Each of these Gadgeteer
Port utilizes a different COM Port on the CPU, so each Gadgeteer Port may be used as an
independent UART bus.

The COM ports are mapped in CTRE.HERO.IO, and may be initialized using a desired baud
rate as follows:

System.IO.Ports.SerialPort _uart = new
System.IO.Ports.SerialPort(CTRE.HERO.IO.Portl.UART, 115200);

You may then read or write using the Write() and Read() methods which require a byte buffer for
data, an offset to indicate the start of the desired data within the buffer, and the number of bytes
to be sent or received. Similar to:

byte[] toWrite = new byte[8];
/*Insert Data into toWrite Here*/

_uart.Write(toWrite, 0, 8);

9.4.4. PWM
NOTE: Please update to the latest version of firmware to use PWM.

Gadgeteer Port 3 can be used for PWM output. Pins 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9 are supported for PWM.
Available PWM pins are mapped in CTRE.HERO.IO and can be initialized as follows:

Using Microsoft. SPOT.Hardware, Microsoft. SPOT.Hardware.PWM, and CTRE.HERO.IO:

int period = 50000; //period between pulses
int duration = 1500; //duration of pulse

PWM pwm_9 = new PWM(CTRE.HERO.IO.Port3.PWM_Pin9, period, duration,
PWM.ScaleFactor.Microseconds, false);

The period and duration are in the units set by the PWM ScaleFactor (in this case
microseconds). The last field in the constructor sets the Boolean to invert the PWM signal.

The signal then needs to be started:
pwm_9.Start(); //starts the signal
The duration of the pulse can be changed as follows:

pwm_9.Duration = newDuration;
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9.4.4.1. PWM Speed Controller Class

HERO has a class called PWMSpeedController that can be used to drive motor controllers
with a PWM signal using PWM pins on the HERO. PWMSpeedController obeys the enable
state of HERO as described in section 9.2.

When constructing a PWMSpeedController object, the first parameter is the PWM channel
being used. An optional second parameter may be included to specify the period between
pulses. The default period is 10 ms.

Example:
PWMSpeedController victor = new PWMSpeedController(CTRE.HERO.IO.Port3.PWM_Pin9);

The percent Vbus can be set to a value from -1 to 1 using the Set() method. Setting the percent
Vbus to 0 would look like this:

victor.Set(9);

An example on how to drive a PWM controller using a joystick can be found on the CTRE
Github.

Additionally, the PWMSpeedController class supports the following:
- Invert the direction of the motor using Setinverted(), which takes a Boolean argument.
The current state of the inverted flag can be obtained as the returned argument of

Getlnverted().

- Change the period between pulses using SetPeriod(), which takes an unsigned integer
argument. This argument is in units of milliseconds.

Alternatively, the period may be set as the second argument of the constructor when
creating a new controller object.

The current value (in milliseconds) of the period can be obtained as the return argument of
GetPeriod().

- Enable/Disable: The PWM signal may be enabled or disabled using Enable() and
Disable(). When an object is constructed, the signal starts enabled by default. When

disabled, the signal generates no pulses. If you wish to drive the controller to neutral, use
Set(0) instead.

The full PWMSpeedController class may be found on the CTRE Github.
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9.5. Modules

Gadgeteer Modules from CTR Electronics have their own classes within the CTRE Class
Library. They are located within CTRE.HERO.Module, and the source code can be found on
the CTRE Github.

9.5.1. Driver Module
The CTRE Gadgeteer Driver Module is supported by the DriverModule class.

When construction a DriverModule object, the first and only argument must be the port definition
of the gadgeteer port the module is physically connected to. These port definitions are
contained in CTRE.HERO.IO.

Since the Driver Module requires a ‘Y’ type socket, the port provided must support Y’ sockets.
For HERO, these are ports 3 and 5. An example is shown below:

CTRE.HERO.Module.DriverModule driver = new
CTRE.HERO.Module.DriverModule(CTRE.HERO.IO.Port5);

The DriverModule class contains two methods to support functionality:

- Set() sets an output to a desired state and takes two arguments. The first argument is the
numeric ID of the output being set, and the second is the state that output is being set to.
The output can be in one of two states: driveLow and pullUp. Both are defined within
DriverModule.OutputState. Since the Driver Module is a low side driver, setting the state to
driveLow will provide power to and enable the device that is connected. Setting the state to
pullUp will pull the voltage output back to the high voltage level, disabling the output.

For example, to set output 3 to the driveLow state, you would call:
driver.Set(3, DriverModule.OutputState.drivelLow);

- Get returns the current state of an output and takes a single argument. This argument is
the numeric ID of the output being checked.
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9.6. Timing
The Microsoft .netmf API offers an option for timing based on processor ticks.

The TimeSpan class offers definitions of the number of ticks in each millisecond, second,
minute, hour, and day. It can be accessed as shown below:

long kTicksMs = TimeSpan.TicksPerMillisecond;

In addition, the current tick count can be accessed using DateTime.Now.Ticks, as shown:

long now = DateTime.Now.Ticks;

Together these can be used to trigger events after a set period of time has passed.

A generic example would look similar to this:

//Replace the number 100 with the desired number of milliseconds
const long kTimeoutPeriod = 100 * TimeSpan.TicksPerMillisecond;

long lastEvent = 0;

while (true)

{ long now = DateTime.Now.Ticks;
if ((now - lastEvent) > kTimeoutPeriod)
{ lastEvent = now;
//DO EVENT
}
Thread.Sleep(10);
}
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9.7. Utilities

The CTRE.Util class holds general utility methods that can be useful when programming HERO.
The full functionality can be seen in the Utility.cs file of the SDK on the CTRE Github.

Disclaimer: The Util class is a holding place for general functions that don’t currently belong as
a specific method within another class. In later releases it may be deemed appropriate to move
methods from Util to another, more permanent location. If this is the case, a deprecated version
will be held in Util for at least one additional release, after which it will be removed from Util
completely. These changes will be communicated in the HERO SDK Release Notes.

Currently CTRE.UTtil holds the following methods:
- Deadband, which can apply a deadband if given a (float) signal and a (float) boundary

within which to apply the deadband. This can be useful when processing analog input
signals that may not be guaranteed to always center to 0 (like joysticks).
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10. HERO LED Table

HERO Condition STATUS LED COMLED | HERO Image
Not powered Off Off
CAN Disconnected Red Blink Direct-Drive or NETMF
CAN Connected Green Blink Direct-Drive or NETMF
Direct-Drive or NETMF

Change in USB Connectivity

No App Red Blink NETMF
App Running HERO Disabled NETMF
NETMF
App Running HERO Enabled .
(Watchdog Fed) Green Blink
i Direct-Drive
App Running HERO Enabled Red Blink
(Gamepad present)
NA
Bootloader (DFU) Mode Solid Red Off

NETMF (hero_netmf) — HERO s flashed with NETMF supported image. This means user can deploy
NETMF applications using Visual Studio. To enable the HERO (and motor drive), application
must call CTRE.Watchdog.Feed() periodically. When not called, the HERO (and motor drive) will
disable outputs. This can be used to conditionally disable motor drive in a fashion best suited
for the user’s application (USB gamepad presence, button presses, 10, and other custom logic).
See Section 9.2 for more information of motor disable.

Direct-Drive (hero_direct_drive) — HERO is flashed with the hero_direct_drive image. This means that

HERO will grab the first Y-Axis on an attached USB HID device (gamepad or joystick) and will
throttle all attached Talon SRXs on the CAN Bus.
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11. Troubleshooting Tips and Common Questions

11.1. Analog Reads seems to be stuck (around 0.2 - 0.3).
When an analog input is left unconnected, it will hover around these values. Make sure the
correct ribbon cable is plugged into the correct slot.

11.2. How to cancel a build

Often in this midst of developing, one might make a code-change, start the build/deploy
process, and immediately realize that there were remaining necessary changes to make before
attempting a worthwhile build. If there is time, you can cancel the build by pressing Build =>
Cancel or pressing the Ctrl + Break shortcut.

bdicrosoft Visual Studio

ech Debug Team  Tools Test  Analyze  Win
| & Leploy Sclution
e Clean Solution

Run Code Analysis on Solution Alt+F11

Deploy HeroSimpleApplicationd

Clean HeroSimplefpplication®

CRTIQUIATICA [VIanager...

& Cancel Ctrl+Break
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11.3. Visual Studio give me the error: “There were deployment errors.

Continue?”
If you get a prompt indicating that the download failed, checked the output window for specific

errors.

[ ] There were deployment errors. Continue?

[] Do not show this dialog again

One common symptom is that connecting the device fails, causing several “attempting to
connect” lines. This can happen if the HERO is not selected as the target device. See Section
8.2 for selecting the HERO as the target device.

| & x| E|m

Show cutput from:  Micro Framework Device Deployment || =

Looking for a device on transport 'USB'
Found device port 'USB' with ID '94d1988a-835c-4674-8995-961d@ec2edcy "’ for transport 'Usb’

Starting device deployment...
Attempting to connect to device 'USB:' Iteration @

Error List Breakpoints  Cutput | Find Results 1
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11.4. Visual Studio starts deploying but then errors saying the Firmware
version does not match managed code version.

Show cutput fram:  Debug - € M
Loading start at 818c928, end B811+f27c -
Assembly: mscorlib (4.4.8.8) Assembly: Microsoft.SPOT.Native (4.4.8.8) Assembly: Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware (4.4.8.
Assembly: Microsoft.SPOT.Graphics (4.4.8.8) Asszembly: Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware.SerialPort (4.4.8.8)
Assembly: Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware.Usb (4.4.8.8) Assembly: Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware.PWM (4.4.8.8)
Assembly: ctre_netmf_natiue (1.2.8.2) E s S R S £
* *
# ERROR!!!! Firmware version does not match managed code version!!!! *
= *
* *
# Invalid native checksum: ctre_netmf_native BxERJE1@23!=8x7523553C *
* *
R R R R R R R R R R R R PR R R TR T Rk r ek ke ke kR oy
Error: 96888000
Waiting for debug commands...
The program '[2] Micro Framework application: Managed' has exited with code @ (8x8).
b

Ll »
Error List Breakpoints Qutput Find Results 1

This can happen when there is a mismatch between the HERO’s firmware and the HERO SDK
installed on your PC. The simplest solution is to use HERO LifeBoat to re-image the HERO so
that the firmware and SDK is synchronized again. See Section 7.1 for instructions on reimaging
the HERO.

11.5. Visual Studio reports it could not reconnect to the debugging target.
This can happen if the PC has trouble reloading the USB drivers quickly. The simplest solution
is to directly connect the USB device to the root hub of the PC/Laptop. Avoid using USB hubs if
this problem is persistent.

Show output from:  Micro Framework Device Deployment - = ¥ ma

Found Assembly Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware 4.4.8.9

Found Assembly Microsoft.SPOT.Graphics 4.4.0.9

Found Assembly Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware.SerialPort 4.4.8.8

Found Assembly Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware.Usb 4.4.8.8

Found Assembly Microsoft.SPOT.Hardware.PhM 4.4.8.8

Adding pe file C:\Users\ozrie_@8@\documentsivisual studic 2815\Projects\HeroSimpleApplication9iHeroSimpleApplication3ibin\Debugile\HeroSimpleApplications
Adding pe file C:\Program Files (x86)\Cross The Road Electronics\HERQ SDK\Assemblies‘\w4.4%lectre.pe to deployment bundle

Adding pe file C:\Program Files (x86)\Cross The Road Electronics\HEROQ SDK\Assemblies\w4.4\le\ctre_netmf_native.pe to deployment bundle
Attempting deployment...

Incrementally deploying assemblies to device

Deploying assemblies for a total size of 12888 bytes

Assemblies successfully deploved to device.

Restarting interpreter...

Attaching to device...

Waiting for device to initialize...

The debugging target and the debugger engine failed to initialize because of unspecified device errors.

The debugger engine thread has terminated unexpectedly with error 'Could not reconnect to the debugging target after rebooting it.'.
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11.6. Will any components of HERO be open-source?

The managed class libraries will likely be open-sourced via a GitHub account. HERO is meant
to be a working example of how to support CTRE CAN devices in custom hardware platforms.
Therefore it will be beneficial for integrators to “borrow” the CAN frame encoder/decoders for
communicating with CTRE CAN devices. Users can then start with something that already
works out-of-the-box with a minimal learning curve and no major price investment.

11.7. Why are there colored dots on the HERO? Is something wrong with

the hardware?

There is nothing wrong with the HERO. In production each HERO goes through a number of
test procedures to ensure quality. Each color represents a specific phase that the HERO went
through.

11.8. My Talon SRX or PCM is blinking . They are in disabled mode

even though the HERO is enabled (STATUS LED is ).
This is expected with the CAN device has FRC firmware. Use LifeBoat to flash non-FRC
firmware.

11.9. HERO’s STATUS LED should be blinking (enabled) but

occasionally blips

The Feed() function may not be called often enough. The Watchdog times out at 100ms, so it is
ideal to call Feed() several times faster than the timeout period. 20ms or faster should be
sufficient.

11.10. So what’s the difference between the hero netmf firmware file and the

hero_direct _drive firmware file? What is direct drive?

In order to develop a custom application in Visual Studio, you have to flash the hero_netmf
firmware file into HERO. Then you can deploy/debug using Visual Studio 2015.

However, there are use cases where simply controlling one or more Talons directly with a hand
held device is ideal. This could be for testing a mechanical prototype, or sanity checking
electrical connections. So for those who would prefer to not write any software, they can flash
the hero_direct_drive crf and simply plug in a HID gamepad into the HERO. HERO will drive all
discovered Talons automatically.

This is analogous to a PWM tester being used to control a PWM Electronic Speed Controller.

Over time there will likely be additional utility firmware images that perform specific tasks,
making CAN actuators even easier to use.
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11.11. Why is this release marked as “beta”?

Since the HERO-SDK installer leverages a beta build of Micro Framework 4.4, we decided to
follow suite in the naming convention. Additionally we plan on releasing updates fairly
frequently as we add new class objects to leverage, and respond to feedback. BUT there have
been many requests for a solution to control our CAN devices outside of an FRC environment.
We believe our preliminary beta release will meet these needs.
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12. Functional Limitations

Functional Limitations describe behavior that deviates from what is documented. Feature
additions and improvements are always possible thanks to the field-upgrade features of the
HERO.

12.1. If HERO is disconnected from USB then reconnected, user may have

to reselect the HERO as the target device in Visual Studio.

If Visual Studio loses track of the attached HERO, you may need to reselect it. This happens
intermittently if you cycle disconnect/reconnect the mini USB connection to your PC. See
Section 8.2 for instructions on how to select the HERO as the target device.

12.2. If HERO is disconnected during a debugging session, Visual Studio

does not automatically terminate the debug session.
If the mini USB cable is disconnected during a debug session in Visual Studio, VS will not detect
that the device has been disconnected. Instead it will continue to behave as though the
program is “running” with pause/stop menu bar still visible...
M Hero Simple Applicationd (Running) - Microsoft Yisual Studio
File Edit View Project Build Debug Team  Tools Test Driver Analyze Wingow  Help

Q- o WD - .o nmd

Process:  [4] Cross Link HERQ .METMF_Mini ~

Hero Simple Application2

[#] Hero Simple Application2 - Hero_Simple_Ag

The workaround is simply to press the “stop” button and wait for Visual Studio to close the
session (which will take ~10 seconds). When you attempt to deploy your NETMF application
again, you may need to reselect the HERO as the target device (see Section 8.2).

12.3. When I ran the Visual Studio 2015 installer, it seems stuck.
See Section 6.1.1.
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12.4. LifeBoat tells me there was a problem loading the driver, something
about a “USB serial device”?

There is known issue in Windows 10 where composite USB devices that use CDC class are
erroneously loaded as serial ports instead of loading the correct driver. If this happens LifeBoat
will detect this condition and provide a helpful tooltip on how to resolve it.

Select CRF and Press "Update Fimware” to flash new fimware.

|C:\F‘rog|am Files (c86)"Cross The Road Electronics*HERD LifeBoat Fimware HIes\hem_netrrrf_beta-ﬂ.H.Z.E.c:‘f| Browse...

|Update Fimware

‘ Reflash failed:-201: Test_Talon& : Invalid CRF File : File Size is invalid

USBLAN driver issue (Howver for more...)

Version (0.9.2.2) DLL (0.0.2.0) _.:

PC rnistakenly loaded HERO's USBLAM as a USE Serial Device.
Update the driver for COM10 to
ChProgram Files (x86)\Cross The Road Electronics\USE Drivers.

d Device Manager
Eile Action View Help

e mEHR B EX®

> ﬂ Audio inputs and outputs
> 9 Batteries
3 Bluetooth
3 ! Computer
5w Disk drives
> [GF Display adapters
3 ﬁ Human Interface Devices
> =@ IDE ATA/ATAPI controllers
> .B Imaging devices
> Keyboards
> [I Memory technology devices
> . Mice and other pointing devices
> [ Monitors
> 5 Network adapters
> [ Portable Devices
~ i Ports (COM & LPT}
& USB Serial Device (COM1M

> =1 Print queues Update Driver Software...

> ﬁ Processors Disable

> By Security devices Uninstall

» [ Sensors

3 l Software devices Scan for hardware changes
3 ? Sound, video and game con Properties

3 & Storage controllers

5 [ System devices

“ B lniversal Serial Rus cantrallers

Cross The Road Electronics

Find the erroneous entry in device manager and right-
click to bring up the “Update Driver Software” option.

If you are not certain which USB Serial Device to
correct, you can check which COM port number
LifeBoat is reporting in the tooltip. In our example
LifeBoat is asking the user to correct COM10.

Or you can disconnect the HERO and see which
COM number disappears.

Advanced users can also check the VID number
under Properties => Details Tab => Property: Device
instance path, which will hold a VID value of 29CA
and PID of 3539.
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Next select “Browse my computer...”

“ 0 Update Driver Software - LISB Serial Device (COM10)

How do you want to search for driver software?

:—» Search automatically for updated driver software ;
Windows will search your computer and the Internet for the latest driver software |
for your device, unless you've disabled this feature in your device installation H

settings.

—> Browse my computer for driver software
Locate and install driver software manually.

Navigate to the USB Drivers in the HERO install path. Check “Include subfolders” and press

“Next”.

4« B Update Driver Software - USE Serial Device (COM10)

Browse for driver software on your computer

Search for driver software in this location:

[ Ci\Program Files (x28)\Cross The Road Electronics\USB Drivers  ~ | | Browse..

[ Include subfolders

—>» Let me pick from a list of device drivers on my computer
This list will show installed driver software compatible with the device, and all driver
software in the same category as the device.

When Windows is finished updating to the correct driver, you will see this prompt...

“ B Update Driver Software - CTR Electronics USBLAN Adapter

Windows has successfully updated your driver software
Windows has finished installing the driver software for this device:

. CTR Electronics USBLAN Adapter
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12.5. Since the SDK installs a “beta” build of the Microsoft Micro
Framework SDK, the development PC must not have the RTM release build

from Microsoft.
A future software update will support the RTM version of the v4.4 Micro Framework SDK. For
the time being, avoid installing any other versions of the .NET Micro Framework.

However, the PC can have .NET framework (not Micro) installed as these have no impact on
the compiled HERO applications.

12.6. SPI, and 12C Examples are missing in the User Manual / Visual Studio

Examples.
A future software and document update will have these interfaces supported.

12.7. PDP Class needs to be added.
A future software and document update will have this included.

12.8. Class library is C# only.

C# appears to be the most popular NETMF language used (compared to Visual Basic).
However if there is sufficient feedback indicating that it would be worthwhile to support other
languages as well, we will prioritize accordingly.

12.9. USB Host is HID only, no Xbox gamepad support.
A future software update will support this.

12.10. No examples for the Visual Studio Emulator.
Will be available in a future update.

12.11. No way to see Battery Voltage in HERO LifeBoat.
Will be available in a future update.

12.12. A pristine, out-of-the-box HERO may reset if more than 10 CAN

devices are on the CAN bus before it is field-upgraded.

This doesn’t have any practical impact since the first step is to re-image the HERO (which is not
prevented by this). However, it is noteworthy that a pristine, out-of-the-box HERO (a HERO that
has never been re-imaged) will reset intermittently if it is attached to a CAN bus with more than
10 CAN devices. This is expected and will not prevent the re-imaging process. Once imaged,
this symptom will no longer occur. See Section 7.1 for instructions on how to reimage a HERO
using LifeBoat.
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12.13. Certain Digital Input Pins are not pulled to the expected value when
using PullUp/PullDown Resistor Settings

Port 5 — Pin 8 will always be pulled to logic high regardless of the resistor value setting and
should only be used in an application where that is desired.

The two greyed-out pin sets below have been fixed as of Installer Revision 4.4.0.24, but will still

apply to previous SDK revisions. Please update to the most recent SDK release for the most
up-to-date functionality.

12.14. Gadgeteer Port 3, Pins 7 and 8 are not available for PWM use.
This has been fixed with the latest firmware and SDK revisions (firmware rev. 0.10.0.1 and SDK

rev. 4.4.0.10), which can be found in installer version 4.4.0.25 and later. Please update to the
most recent SDK release for the most up-to-date functionality.

12.15. I'm using PWM and my application won’t deploy.

This is a known issue with older firmware versions. Please update to the latest version of
firmware and the SDK.

12.16. Lifeboat closes as soon as it is opened.
Certain antivirus software may interfere with Lifeboat and prevent it from opening properly.
If this happens, check your antivirus software and firewall settings.

Ensure that there are exceptions within both of these to allow Lifeboat to run.
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13. Hardware References
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14. CRF Firmware Revision Information

Model Version | Date Description
HERO (NETMF) 0.10.0.1 | 7/21/2013 hero_netmf_beta-0.10.0.1.crf
PWM: Added functionality to enable Watchdog control.
PWM: Added additional PWM channels (5 total available)
Talon SRX 10.13 7/21/2013 TalonSrx-Application-10.13-nonFRC-CustomParams.crf
Added new signals for two custom parameters.
Current Limit feature added.
Talon SRX 10.11 5/11/2016 TalonSrx-Application-10.11-nonFRC-MotionMagicAndNewPersis
Motion magic control mode added.
Persistent storage has been redesigned so persistent settings will
be lost after updating to this version.
HERO (NETMF) 0.9.7.0 5/11/2016 hero_netmf_beta-0.9.7.0.crf
USB Gamepad: Added support for larger USB device-reports.
Various performance improvements for CAN periodic transmits.
HERO (NETMF) 0.9.2.3 1/6/2016 hero_netmf_beta-0.9.2.3.crf
First public release of the NETMF firmware for HERO.
HERO (Direct-Drive) | 0.0.3.0 | 1/6/2016 hero_direct_drive-0.0.3.0.crf
First public release of the Direct-Drive firmware for HERO.
Talon SRX/PCM 10.00 1/6/2016 TalonSrx-Application-10.00-nonFRC.crf
10.00 PCM-Application-10.00-nonFRC.crf

First public release of non-FRC firmware for PCM and Talon SRX.

More comprehensive revision information can be found in the RELEASE_NOTES file.

The file is already installed here if Windows is 64 bit...

“C:\Program Files (x86)\Cross The Road Electronics\HERO LifeBoat\Firmware
Files\HERO_RELEASE_NOTES”
...or here if PC is 32 bit ...
“C:\Program Files\Cross The Road Electronics\HERO LifeBoat\Firmware FilesS\HERO_RELEASE_NOTES”

Cross The Road Electronics
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15. Document Revision Information

Version | Date Description

0.8 25-Aug-2016 Moved 12.15 to 12.16, added new 12.15.
Revised Section 7.1.1.
Revised Section 9.4.4.

0.7 21-Jul-2016 Added Section 9.4.4.1
Revised Section 9.4.4 and 12.14.

0.6 30-Jun-2016 Added Sections 9.4.4, 9.5, 9.6, 9.7, 12.14, and 12.15.
Revised Section 12.13.

0.5 5-May-2016 Added Section 9.4, Section 12.13

0.4 3-Mar-2016 Added Section 13

0.3 6-Jan-2016 Initial Release
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